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“EDUCATION 

is not the learning of facts, 

but the training 

of the mind to think”

Brian Herbert
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The capacity to learn is a  gift.

the ability to learn is a  skill.

the willingness to learn is a  choice.

Brian Herbert

When I first arrived at Park Ridge SHS as 
a beginning teacher, nearly 21 years ago, I 
was struck by the heart of this community 
and its willingness to dig deep, vision big, 
and commit unconditionally.

Our students are talented, courageous, 
and willing. Supporting them to embrace 
pathways that excite them and fill them with 
hope for the future is our compelling morale 
imperative and one that we take seriously at 
this school. 

Our children are the change agents for our 
society, investing in them toward limitless 
futures, in partnership with our families 
and our community, has always been and 
continues to be a great joy.

Executive Principal 

Sharon Amos

“
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our	purpose:	a versatile education 
for a versatile world
Park Ridge State High School is a dynamic and 
versatile learning space. We believe that it is our 
mission to support the natural giftings of our 
diverse learners, to prepare them for a constantly 
changing 21st Century world. 

We understand that intelligence comes in many shapes and 
forms, and that one child’s abilities may look very different 
to another. Providing a responsive education to meet 
our learner’s diversity is at the heart of our approach to 
education. We do this through the creation of multiple and 
authentic learning environments, linked to the real world. 
We guarantee a learning journey that is catered to the 
abilities and interests of every child, alongside exciting extra-
curricular opportunities and encompassed by a caring and 
supportive community ethos. 

vision:	excellence in all we do
Our children can succeed if we challenge and encourage 
them to strive to be the best that they can be. We all 
want limitless futures for our children, but many times 
we must provide them with the motivation when they are 
struggling to find it in themselves. That is why we work 
hard to forge learning partnerships with our families and 
our wider community so that together we can be the rock 
that will support our children to not only succeed but excel. 
Excellence for us is not an outcome, but an attitude – a 
belief in the possible through hard work, determination, and 
vision. 

‘Limitations only exist in the mind’, together we can build a 
limitless future for our children as we set high expectations 
and an unwavering belief that they can meet them.

expectations:	we are here to 
learn, do what is right and work 
together!
Our three expectations define our community 
beliefs. 

We are first and foremost a learning community, developing 
critical, creative thinkers who possess the skills to solution 
seek and be innovative in a vast range of environments 
both at school and beyond. We focus on building an 
understanding of the patterns of learning that will provide 
our students with a blueprint to navigate their way in 
an exciting, divergent, and complex workforce as life-
long learners. Building character and a social and morale 
conscious is part of our partnership with our families as we 
watch a child grow into a caring and giving citizen of the 
world. Modelling collaboration and working as part of a 
team, providing our students with many opportunities to 
work together, reflect and grow - is central to developing the 
whole child.

key	question:	is every student 
learning?
Our commitment to knowing where our students are in the 
learning at all times, what we will do if they are not learning 
and what we will do to extend their learning when they have 
mastered a skill, is reflected in this key question. A question 
that continuously drives our work and focus.

Park Ridge State High School 
Learning Philosophy
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Our wildlife includes the native Australian Kangaroo, Rainbow 
Lorikeet and more than 50 different bird species. 
With a natural dam, two ovals and more than 13 hectares of land, 
our schools’ footprint makes it the ideal site for an expansive an 
innovative approach to curriculum offerings and delivery.

Park Ridge SHS 
a natural eco-system
Set amongst stunning natural bushland, Park 
Ridge SHS has been providing an education for 
a fast-growing area for more than 30 years. 

Having undergone major rejuvenation over the 
past 3 years, Park Ridge is a vibrant community 
that boasts state of the art buildings and 
gorgeous grounds to cater for our cosmopolitan 
population.
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At Park Ridge SHS, we understand the changing nature 
of the 21 Century workforce. Businesses are looking 
for versatility in their employees; individuals who 
are adaptable, innovative, and collaborative in their 
decision making - willing to change with the mailable 
nature of business models. Many young people 
will start their own business in a global and digital 
marketplace. 

Investing in a curriculum rich in the 21st Century 
skills of critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, 
communication, global citizenship, and IT skills; students 
are provided multiple opportunities to work together to 
solve real world problems. 

Continuously seeking vital information about our students 
interests and abilities, we create strong pathway success 
through a personalised curriculum journey. Our educators’ 
partner with business and community specialists to co-
deliver relevant learning opportunities, with assessment 
linked to industry related outcomes.

We offer a broad range of subjects to support our responsive 
curriculum approach including a comprehensive suit in the 
arts, sport, design, technology, and the languages. These sit 
alongside our vibrant approach to the traditional core areas 
of English, Mathematics, Science, and the Humanities.

Our students are motivated to think creatively about ‘what 
is possible’ and how they can affect the world around them 
as the future leaders of industry, business, social and political 
change – growing the entrepreneurial spirit needed in our 
global society.

All pathways are valued! Whether a child is traditionally 
academic, or practically motivated, their needs are 
catered for. Our focus is the investment of excellence in 
all endeavours, giving 100% to achieve at the highest level 
of potential encouraging our students to vision and build 
sustainable futures.

“A good education is the foundation
for a better future” 

Elizabeth Warren

“we need to completely re-
imagine education. 
Instead of learning how 
to memorise facts and 
figures, students need to 
‘learn how to learn’ and 
how to solve problems”

Roy Morrison

at PRSHS we are 
building learning 
environments that 

are doing just 
that!

A Dynamic 21st Century Curriculum
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Embracing new and innovative ways of delivering 
learning to our diverse student community, our school 
offers many specialist programs and boutique school 
experiences.

The	Critical	Thinking	Space
The Critical Thinking Space is a world-class learning 
centre dedicated to developing critical thinking skills. 

Partnering with the University of Queensland and tapping 
into their ground-breaking work in this area, our students 
are part of a unique research project that utilises strategies 
and resources to grow independent thought. Our students 
are challenged to work within sophisticated inquiry cycles, 
probing, collaboratively, the constructs of knowledge, ideas, 
and concepts to develop new and original ways of thinking 
about the world we live in. 

The	Immersive	Electronics	Hub
Situated in a purpose-built facility, the Immersive 
Electronics Hub is a response to the growing demand 
for jobs in the electronics industry.

Co-designed with more than 40 industry, university, and TAFE 
partners, students entering the program are immersed in 
developing the range of skills needed to enter the electronics 
field. Visiting workplaces and engaging in authentic work-
related practices is pinnacle to the program’s success. Our 
students were chosen to attend a high security facility, 
BOEING, to engage with experts. Minister Grace Grace was 
impressed with the quality of the program on her visit to our 
school.

Robotics	and	the	Digital	World
Our Digital Technology Department embraces the 
technologies of the 21st Century, exposing our students to 
coding, gaming and robotics. The pathways of the future 
require our students to be interacting and creating new 
technologies of the future, these programs provide the 
foundation to the job market beyond our walls.

Education id the 
passport to the future, 
for tomorrow belongs 
to those who prepare 

for it today”

Malcom X

Schools Within Schools

Developing	an	Entrepreneurial	
Mindset
‘The designers of the future are in our classrooms 
today’. 

Our entrepreneur program provides students with a unique 
opportunity to hone 21st century skills through developing 
their own business concept and validating its viability 
through to market. Critical thinking, creativity and solution 
seeking are a must, exciting students about the possibilities 
of the workplace. 

Our program has already provided our students with unique 
business experiences.

Rocket	in	a	Suitcase
Rocket in a Suitcase is an innovative approach to 
collaboration across disciplines. 

English, Science, Mathematics and Humanities students are 
connecting with PFI Aerospace to explore the theme of ‘a 
journey to Mars’. PRSHS received a rocket designed by PFI 
and Nasa, to be ‘live fired’ on school grounds. This project, 
co-designed with industry, has allowed our students to be 
imaginative in their approach to solving real world problems 
whilst maintaining a future focused vision.

Traineeships and Apprenticeships

Employing an experienced Transitions 
Officer, who has worked for many 
years in the government sector, our 
transitions program is second to 
none in preparing our students for 
pathway success. Students engage in 
a range of targeted traineeships and 
apprenticeships as early as year 10, 
linking them to business’ that support 
their pathway goals, advocating for 
them when they transition into the 
workforce. 

“
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The Arts: A World of

“The most beautiful 
thing we can 

experience is the 
mysterious. It is the 

source of all true 
art and science”

Albert Einstein

At PRSHS we have a vibrant Arts department. 
Covering the subjects of Dance, Drama, Media, 
Music and the Visual Arts, students can grow 
their creativity through expressive studies that 
suits their talents and interests.

Our arts curriculum provides multiple extension 
opportunities and provides student with 
occasions to work with industry specialist who 
are at the cutting edge of the Australian and 
international arts scene.

The arts calendar is awash with performance, 
installation, concert, film, and gallery offerings 
– original and exciting work, produced by our 
students, born out of expression, and supporting 
the emergence of the young artist.
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The Artist 
Creates 

the Material 
that one looks 

back on as part 
of history”

Roy Docarava

“
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Programmes of Excellence

Students often have areas of interest that motivate 
them to grow expertise. Our school provides 3 distinct 
schools of excellence that enhance the multiple and 
varied learning experiences on offer to cater to student 
interest and talent.

Never say never, because 
limits, like fears. Are 

often just 

Illusions”

Michael Jordan
AFL Academy

The AFL Academy is an inclusive 
program designed for students who show 
an keen interest in this sport. 

Partnering with AFL Queensland and 
employing coaches that train at a club 
and regional level, the program develops 
strong sporting and physical competence 
while offering a comprehensive 
education in leadership, communication 
and team building skills. Qualities much 
sought after in the job market. 

Producing high academic results, the 
academy provides a clear pathway for 
students in the senior phase of learning 
- catering for their unique career 
aspirations. Senior students access 
layered support structures, including 
mentors to guide them through the 
pressures of their senior studies

“
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Igniting student’s academic potential, the Ignite 
program aims to provide students with an accelerated 
learning journey. Ignite students may cover core 
content more quickly than students of their own age, 
allowing time for in-depth and divergent study to occur. 

Ignite students are provided greater opportunity for 
independent, team and project- based learning experiences 
at an advance level. Additional areas of study may also be 
undertaken with opportunities to engage with university and 
community enrichment programs.

Ignite requires students to be self-motivated, mature, and 
willing to commit at a higher level both in and out of school 
hours. However, the rewards are rich and provide them with 
the grounding for highly academic degree’s and careers 
when they leave high school.

IGNITE

We have an outstanding Music program that is 
recognised at a national and international level. IMEX 
is an arm of that program immersing students, with a 
passion for music, to grow their talents at all stages of 
their education journey. 

Taught by practicing musicians at the height of their 
respective fields, students are exposed to authentic and 
rich musical experiences throughout their IMEX journey. 
Students are encouraged to master multiple instruments and 
gain experience through band memberships. 

Our Music program has supported students to play with 
James Morrison, represent our school overseas (working 
with the New Zealand Philharmonics), and gain accolades at 
multiple school and industry competitions and events. 

Students study their music subject, alongside their core 
study areas, from year 7-10, building deep relationships and 
providing students with extensive leadership and mentoring 
opportunities.

IMEX

Programmes of Excellence
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SPORTS: A Culture of Team 

Building physical fitness, boosting self-esteem, 
developing a sense of the importance of team and the 
value of leadership, is at the heart of health and sport 
studies at our school.

Students are provided with a range of sport offerings to 
excite their interest. Physical Education is all about success, 
achievement, teamwork, and friendly competition. Our 
students are encouraged to see the benefits of an active life, 
and the natural attributes of sport to help them to learn how 
to work cooperatively together.

They are also able to explore leadership, taking on 
responsibilities through coaching, growing decision making 
and communication skills to support the team to grow and 
work together toward a positive outcome.

Teamwork
divides the task 
and multiples 
the success...
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WELLBEING: 
A Community that Cares 
Ensuring that our whole community feels valued, safe, 
and supported is important to us. 

Our Wellbeing Hub is a unique environment where students 
can access a range of services and work with community 
organisations focused on developing their sense of 
wellbeing. Our Guidance Officers, Youth Support Coordinator 
and Chaplain enhance this service.

The world class Student Support Services Department is 
designed to target the access needs of the individual learner. 
Trained professionals in disability and diversity work toward 
a genuine approach to inclusivity in every classroom and 
learning environment.

These centres are complimented by a variety of activities to 
grow a healthy and happy outlook.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Park Ridge has a long tradition of cultivating young 
leaders. It is our belief that the future leaders of 
our world exist in our schools today. Providing a 
programme that allows our young people to embrace 
leadership challenges, explore possibilities and move 
our school forward through a strong student voice is 
paramount. 

Our leadership programme exposes our students to 
experiences both within our school and in the broader social 
and political communities beyond our walls. Students are 
provided opportunities to visit parliament, speak at a variety 
of occasions and build strong partnerships.

Focused on representing the voice of our student 
population, our leaders drive the messages on assemblies, 
engage in supporting the wellbeing of our students in need, 
provide academic tutoring, organise events and fundraise for 
communities in need.

Founded on the understanding that together we are better, 
students grow a deep commitment to team and develop the 
skills of communication and collaboration toward identifying 
and solutions seeking for the ‘right’ change

Leadership is not a 
title; leadership is 

action and example

Donald McGannon

Laughter is timeless,
Imagination has no age,

Dreams are forever

Walt Disney“
“
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Our school is its own natural eco-system. Set against 
natural Australian bushland, it is home to our native 
Kangaroo, possum, and lorikeet. With more than 100 
different animal and plant varieties, maintaining the 
delicate balance is paramount.

We have a nursery, dam, energy saving systems, e-waist, and 
waste management programs; working alongside Logan City 
Council to ensure a sustainable future for our rich footprint.

Boasting state of the art facilities, our Critical Thinking Space 
is designed to emulate a Google think tank. With multi-
purpose walls that give versatility to the space, cloud tables 
and whiteboards to encourage the development of collective 
visioning and sofas to provide intimate group settings.

Complimented by high end technology our students have 
access to film editing suits, advanced computer programming 
software, and smart televisions with interactive connectivity.

Our Immersive Electronics Hub is designed to provide 
industry standard equipment to complement our innovative 
approach to curriculum delivery. 

In addition to our basketball courts, cricket nets and 2 large 
ovals, we have a fully functioning gym and Student Activity 
Centre, complete with climbing wall. Our Arts department 
has a theatre, music studios, dance studio, visual arts rooms, 
and courtyard. 

Design, Graphics, Woodwork and Metal work facilities 
alongside 4 purpose-built kitchens and an early childhood 
centre, rounds off our Design and Technology areas. 

World Class Grounds and Facilities



Our first nations 
students working with 
Bangara Dance 
Company

Our yarning circles 
and Indigenous spaces 
connect us to our roots 
and remind us that our 
school rests on the 
ancient lands of the 
Yugumbir, Yugara and 
Yugarabul peoples...

Clay Waterman, an alumnus 
and first nation student of Park 
Ridge State High, has gone on 
to shape an exciting career 
in boxing – winning a medal 
at the World Championships 
in Hamburg and at the 
Commonwealth Games. Clay 
works with our young male 
students inspiring them to 
vision for ‘a life of choice over 
chance!’

To enquire about enrolling your child at Park Ridge SHS,
contact our friendly office staff during the hours of 8:30am-4:00pm
on PH. 33894111 or via enrolments@parkridgeshs.eq.edu.au
We are excited to embrace your family as part of our community.


